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“WE WILL BE 
INDEPENDENT,” 
Catalan regional 
leader claims
Batrcelona.—- Catalonia’s regional 
leader Quim Torra told Reuters  yester-
day  that he wants to agree on a date for 
an independence referendum as part of 
talks with the Spanish government, ar-
guing that the region’s path towards se-
cession is “irreversible”. 

Catalonia has been a dominant theme 
in Spanish politics since it briefly de-
clared independence in October 2017 
following a referendum deemed illegal 
by courts, prompting the country’s big-
gest political crisis in decades. 

Torra met on Thursday with Spanish 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, who re-
jects any move towards independence 
but agreed to hold talks with Catalo-
nia’s leaders to discuss the future of the 
wealthy northeastern region. 

“We will be independent,”  Torra said 
in an interview at his 15th century re-
gional government palace in Barcelona. 
He would not discuss a target date but 
said:  “I am confident that the inde-
pendence of Catalonia is absolutely ir-
reversible.” 

Madrid has ruled out any independ-
ence referendum or amnesty for Cata-
lan separatist leaders who were sen-
tenced to jail or left the country after 
the botched independence declaration. 

But Torra said he wants to discuss a 
date for an independence referendum 
and get results on both issues at a meet-
ing later this month with the Spanish 
government, which Sanchez and he 
would chair. 

“Torra, who considers Sanchez should 
attend all the negotiation meetings, 

said the longstanding Catalan issue was 
not frozen but a “hot conflict”. 

“Let’s talk on how we solve the roots 
of the conflict ... that means to let the 
Catalan people decide their own future 
democratically and peacefully,” he said. 

Talks between Madrid and the Cata-
lan government were a condition set 
out by left-wing separatists from the 
Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya 
(ERC) party, who were instrumental in 
facilitating Sanchez’s confirmation as 
prime minister last month.

B 
ritish television 
presenter Phil-
lip Schofield 
yesterday re-

vealed that he was gay as 
he paid tribute to his wife 
of nearly 27 years. “I am 
gay,” Schofield, one of 
broadcaster ITV’s biggest 

stars, said in a post on In-
stagram. “This is some-
thing that has caused 
many heart-breaking 
conversations at home.” 

Schofield, who hosts 
the long-running popular 
daytime show  This Morn-
ing, later told ITV : “This 

decision is essential for 
me and essential for my 
head. Every person I tell, 
it gets a little lighter and a 
little lighter.” Schofield, 
57, said he had been un-
able to sleep and that he 
had gone through “very 
dark moments”. He ex-

pressed sorrow at the 
pain and confusion he 
had caused his family, in-
cluding his wife Steph 
and two daughters, Molly 
and Ruby.  “Steph has 
been incredible - I love 
her so very much,” 
Schofield said. “My girls 

have been astonishing. 
“Today, quite rightly, be-
ing gay is a reason to cele-
brate and be proud,” he 
said.  

“Only by facing this, by 
being honest, can I hope 
to find peace in my mind 
and a way forward.”
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