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EUROSTAR TRAINS MAY  
REACH BARCELONA
Palma.—The Eurostar  high speed train could soon be 
pulling into Barcelona from London in an ambitious 
expansion plan which is being considered at the mo-
ment. The six-hour journey from London to Barcelona 
could mean that tourists abandon their charter flights 

and take  the train instead.    This would put it in direct 
competition with low-cost airlines. It would also be 
seen as a more attractive option for travellers con-
cerned about the harmful environmental impact of 
flying. 

    Currently the furthest Eurostar takes passengers is 
the south of France.  But it is expected to extend its 
reach to cities like Rome  and Lisbon.  
   Trains to eastern Europe are planned further down 
the line.

London.— An estimated 500,000 Euro-
pean Union nationals in Britain have yet to 
apply for a new immigration status, which 
most will need to remain in the country af-
ter Brexit. 

The government is introducing the big-
gest shake-up of Britain’s border controls 
in decades, ending the priority given to EU 
migrants over those from other countries 
after leaving the bloc last week. 

Government statistics show that 3 mil-
lion EU citizens and their family members 
have applied for “settled status,”  a form of 

permission from the government to re-
main in Britain. 

The figures underline the large number 
applications for the scheme, which was 
launched nationally in March last year, but 
also the challenge ahead for the govern-
ment to ensure all EU citizens correctly ap-
ply. Interior minister Priti Patel said she 
was pleased with the response and urged 
EU members to put the same effort into 
guaranteeing the status of British nation-
als living in their countries beyond Brexit. 

“It’s the biggest scheme of its kind in Brit-

ish history and means that EU citizens can 
evidence their rights for decades to come,” 
she said. “It’s now time for EU countries to 
adopt a similar scheme.” An estimated 3.5 
million European citizens live in the 
United Kingdom and they have until at 
least the end of the year to apply for settled 
status. But lawyers say many EU citizens 
lawfully in the country could fall through 
the net and face losing their rights to bene-
fits such as healthcare. 

Of the applications so far processed, 58% 
were granted settled status - a permanent 

right to remain - and 41% were given pre-
settled status, which gives them tempo-
rary permission to stay and the chance to 
reapply after five years. 

The European parliament raised concerns 
last month that EU citizens risked discrimi-
nation after Brexit in seeking housing and 
employment. 

Worries about the future of its citizens in 
Britain after Brexit have increased since se-
curity minister Brandon Lewis said that EU 
nationals risked being deported if they 
failed to apply for settled status. 

About 500,000 European Union citizens yet to apply 
for UK residency after Brexit
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