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Spanish plane carrying 
Britons and Spaniards 
arrives from Wuhan 
London.—A plane carrying 
83 British and  more than 
20 Spaniards  landed in 
Britain after flying from 

China’s central city of 
Wuhan, the centre of a vi-
rus epidemic that has 
killed more than 200 peo-

ple and infected more 
than 9,000. 

The plane arrived at the 
Royal Air Force base at 

Brize Norton in central 
England and the Britons 
will be taken to a National 
Health Service facility 

where they will be quar-
antined for 14 days. It is 
due to continue on to 
Spain, where the home 

countries of European 
Union citizens will take 
responsibility for the re-
maining passengers.

Guardia Civil complaints about Royal Family duty working conditions
Palma.—Guardia Civil associations have 
denounced what they claim are breaches 
of labour rights for officers who are as-
signed to the Royal Household. The com-
plaints centre on their having to do mara-
thon shifts, time off being cut, and not 
having relief for night services.  

In a joint statement  yesterday, the three 
associations said that officers on duty 
with the Royal Household suffer “fre-
quent harm to their labour rights” but do 

not dare denounce this because of fears 
of what this might mean for their careers. 

There should be two days off a week, but 
there is normally only one. A particular 
complaint concerns what is described as 
the “random form” of summer service as-
signments in Majorca when the Royal 
Family is on vacation.  

Assigning officers to the security serv-
ice for the Royal Household, the associa-
tions explain, is at the total discretion of 

the Guardia Civil command. If it loses 
confidence in an officer because of a com-
plaint about working hours, this can have 
serious consequences. The lieutenant 
colonel of the Royal Household unit is 
said to have rejected a request for a meet-
ing from the associations. The Royal 
Household itself explains that a letter 
was received from the associations early 
in January. This asked for a meeting to dis-
cuss “various difficulties”.  

The head of security responded by 
pointing out that under current law re-
garding the rights and duties of members 
of the Guardia Civil, there was no rule 
that “regulates” such a meeting.  

Nevertheless, and despite there being 
no record of any formal complaint, the 
Royal Household’s head of security has 
asked the unions to specify the difficul-
ties as an initial step in seeking to set up 
a meeting.
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