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Activist Thunberg channels youth
fury to U.N. climate summit
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Paris.—Teen activist Greta Thunberg
reached Europe yesterday after a 21-day
catamaran dash across the Atlantic for a
United Nations summit where she will in-
voke the fury of global youth at politicians’
foot-dragging over climate change.
“People are underestimating the force of
angry kids,” the Swede told a crowd of re-
porters and supporters as she disembarked
from a white catamaran, La Vagabonde, in
Portugal. “They’re angry and frustrated.”
The prospect of another fiery interven-
tion by the 16-year-old, whose ability to
stare down politicians has inspired a global

protest movement, electrified younger
delegates at the international climate talks
underway in neighbouring Spain. Since
stagingasolitary protest outside the Swed-
ish parliament more than a year ago, Thun-
berg has channelled the anger felt by mil-
lions of teenagers saddled with the pros-
pectofan escalating climate crisis their par-
ents failed to avert. In September, she car-
ried her message to a one-day climate sum-
mit at the United Nations in New York,
furiously telling leaders “you have stolen
my dreams,” before sailing back to Europe
for the latest round of talks.
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Madrid.— Climate change is
harming human health as more
people suffer from heat stress,
extreme weather and mosquito-
borne diseases including ma-
laria, the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) said yesterday.
The U.N. agency, in areport is-
sued a day after a climate sum-
mitbegan in Madrid, urged gov-
ernments to meet ambitious
targets to reduce heat-trapping
carbon emissions sayingit could
save a million lives a year

through lower air pollution
alone.

“Health is paying the price of
the climate crisis. Why? Because
our lungs, our brains, our car-
diovascular system is very
much suffering from the causes
of climate change which are
overlapping very much with
the causes of air pollution,”
Maria Neira, Director of WHO’s
Department of Environment,
Climate Change and Health,
told a news briefing.

Lionel Ritchie says Hello to Palma: See Page Four Inside




