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BREXIT 
PARTY 
PLEDGES 
‘POLITICAL 
REVOLUTION’

b Yesterday, Balearic government 
spokesperson Pilar Costa expressed the 
government’s concern about the 
impact of the increased freight costs 
and stated that it was necessary that 
the European Union applies measures 
of compensation, as there is a “clear 
effect because of insularity”. 
 Compliance with the European 
directive means a change to the type of 
fuel, and this will have “repercussions 
for price”.  SEE PAGE 8

●   Spain is heading to-
wards a money laundering 
trial against an uncle of 
Syrian president Bashar al-
Assad, the High Court said 
yesterday, after an investi-
gating judge finished his 
probe. 

The prosecuting office 
has ten days to comment 
on the judge’s recommen-
dation that the case goes 
ahead, which is considered 
a formality, after which a 
trial start date will be set, 
the court said. 

Two years ago, the High 
Court confiscated over 600 
million euros  of assets 
thought to be linked to Ri-

faat al-Assad. He is a for-
mer military commander, 
widely held responsible 
for crushing an Islamist 
uprising in 1982 against 
then-president Hafez al-
Assad, Bashar ’s father.  
Many thousands were 
killed. 

Rifaat al-Assad turned 
against the government in 
1984 after a power struggle 
over who would succeed 
his older brother, Hafez.  

He now lives in exile be-
tween France and Britain. 

He is also facing trial in 
France for allegedly acquir-
ing millions of euros worth 
of French property assets.

Spain set for 
money 
laundering trial 
against uncle of 
Syria’s Assad

BALEAREIC 
COST OF 
LIVING 
COULD RISE 
NEXT YEAR

Freight rates to rise.

Court 
appearances 
following  
drugs arrests
●  Those arrested during the 
Guardia Civil’s anti-drugs 
operation on Wednesday 
appeared in court in Inca 
yesterday. 

A coordinated operation 
led by the organised crime 
and anti-drugs squad, there 
were 33 arrests in Majorca 
as well as in Barcelona, 
Huesca and Lleida. A total of 
34 properties were raided 
and searched. At a finca in 
Sa Pobla, dozens of officers, 
assisted by sniffer dogs, car-

ried out an exhaustive 
search for hidden drugs and 
cash.  

Other raids were in An-
dratx, Can Picafort, Inca, 
Llucmajor and Muro.


