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Socialists and Podemos 
reach preliminary 
coalition deal

Sanchez and Iglesias: sign deal.

b Spain’s Socialists and far-left Unidas Podemos 
party agreed on the basis of a coalition 
government  yesterday, just two days after a 
parliamentary election delivered a highly 
fragmented parliament. 
b The election - the country’s fourth in four years 
- left Spain’s parliament even more divided than a 
previous ballot in April, with the Spanish Socialist 
Workers’ Party (PSOE) retaining its lead but 
further away from a majority. See Inside.

Following are the key points of the 
deal: 
 ● Make Spain a point of reference in 
social rights in Europe; defend free-
dom, tolerance and respect democratic 
values. 
●  Consolidate economic growth and 
job creation, combat precarious labour 
conditions. 
●  Fiscal justice and budget balance. 
Spending controls are essential for solid 
and lasting wellbeing of the state 
 ● Guarantee coexistence in Catalonia 
and normalise political life there after 
a secession crisis by promoting dia-

logue and seeking understanding, al-
ways based on the Spanish Constitu-
tion. 
 ● Strengthen autonomy of the re-
gions, guaranteeing equality for all 
Spaniards. 
● Fight corruption. 
● .Protect public services, especially in 
education and healthcare 
● Ensure the sustainability of the pen-
sion system and pension adjustments 
to the cost of living 
● Housing as a right and not a commod-
ity. 
● Fight climate change.

Spain’s Ciudadanos says cannot back deal
Madrid.—Spain’s Ciudadanos party said 
yesterday it will not back a preliminary 
government coalition deal between the 

Socialists (PSOE) and the leftist Unidas 
Podemos. It instead called for a grand coa-
lition deal with PSOE and the conserva-

tive People’s Party (PP).  “We appeal to the 
responsibility of PSOE and PP to reach a 
moderate and constitutionalist agree-

ment with Cs (Ciudadanos) based on state 
deals that are good for our country”, the 
party said in a statement.

Hackers attempt 
to take down UK 
Labour Party’s 
web services: See 
Inside
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