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© Spain’s Supreme Court yesterday reacti-
vated a European arrest warrant for three
Catalan leaders who fled Spain after taking
partin a failed independence bid in 2017.

The warrants target Lluis Puig and Toni
Comin, who live in self-imposed exile in Bel-
gium, and Clara Ponsati, who lives in Scot-
land. Comin and Ponsati face a charge of sedi-
tion, similar to the nine independence lead-
ers sentenced in October to up to 13 years in
prison, while Comin also faces a charge of
misuse of public funds, as does Puig, accord-
ing to court documents.

The sentencing set off weeks of protests, at
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Spanish court reactivates
warrant for Catalan separatists

times violent, that rocked the Catalan re-
gional capital Barcelona. Polls suggest the un-
rest has boosted right-wing parties as the
country heads into its fourth election in as
many years. The court said the sentencing of
the Catalan leaders had strengthened the ar-
gument underpinning the warrants.

“The evidence of criminality...not only per-
sists but now has a verdict that serves asare-
inforcement,” it said. The new warrants drew
reaction from Catalan regional president
Quim Torra, who said they issued by “a state
in full authoritarian drift and consumed by
the spirit of revenge”.
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See ]_)ageS 2'4 70,000 copies, five tonnes, of the Bulletintravel special are being distributed across London this week.



