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Madrid.—Protesters and police 
clashed late on Tuesday in Barce-
lona during rallies against the jail-
ing of nine Catalan separatist lead-
ers, with the unusually tense con-
frontations turning into a major 
challenge for Spanish and regional 
authorities. 

Protesters threw cans, stones 
and flares at riot police, and set gar-
bage containers and cardboard on 
fire in the middle of several streets 
in Barcelona, including a thor-
oughfare housing designer stores 

and the stock exchange.Fences 
were on fire next to La Pedrera, 
one of Catalan architect Antoni 
Gaudi’s most famous buildings 
and one of the city’s main tourist 
attractions. 

Police charged several times 
through the crowd with batons 
and fired foam projectiles at the 
protesters. A spokesman for the 
regional Mossos police said they 
were trying to make space around 
the local headquarters of the 
Spanish government. Four people 

were detained, the spokesman 
said. 

A Reuters cameraman was hit by 
police in the leg while filming 
them charge at protesters. The 
cameraman, clearly identified as a 
journalist by a press armband, was 
hit from behind by a police baton. 

This was the second day of pro-
tests after the Supreme Court sen-
tenced nine separatist leaders to 
nine to 13 years in jail over their 
role in a failed bid to break away 
from Spain in 2017.  See Page 2-3
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