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“Protecting the rights 
of British nationals in 
the EU is an absolute 
priority for the UK 
Government”
T 

HE  new British Ambassador 
to Spain and Andorra, Hugh 
Elliott, met last week with 
members of three of the 

groups representing  British nationals 
in Spain: Bremain in Spain, Brexpats 
Hear our Voice and EuroCitizens. They 
discussed the issues affecting the 
more than 300,000 British citizens 
who have made Spain their home.  

Ambassador  Hugh Elliott said: “Pro-
tecting the rights of UK nationals in 
the EU is an absolute priority for the 
UK Government. That’s why it was so 
important for me to meet some of the 
groups that represent UK nationals 
during my first official week as British 
Ambassador to Spain. We have had 
frank conversations and I have learned 
a lot about what matters to our citi-
zens living here, and how people feel. 
I and my team will continue to work 
hard to address any outstanding is-
sues. 

“I welcome what  Spain has done to 
protect  British nationals here, includ-

ing through the Royal Decree. It is im-
portant citizens take action to ensure 
that they can access the rights laid out 
in that decree: registering for resi-
dency, checking that they are covered 
for healthcare, checking their passport 
is valid for travel and exchanging their 
UK driving licence for a local one.”  

Sue Wilson, Chair of Bremain in 
Spain said: “It was a pleasure to meet 
the Ambassador and his staff, and to 

discuss ongoing collaboration in the 
best interests of our members. We are 
encouraged by the depth of under-
standing of the issues we face, and of 
the anxiety caused by the ongoing po-
litical situation. Clearly there is a will-
ingness and determination to provide 
much-needed guidance and informa-
tion, and I look forward to working to-
gether further to achieve those aims.” 

Debbie Williams, Founder, Brexpats 

– Hear our Voice said: “I was delighted 
to meet Mr and Mrs Elliott, Mr Milen 
and the consular team. The meeting 
was insightful, friendly, frank and 
open. We discussed our ongoing con-
cerns, and I look forward to further 
communications, working together to 
help and support British Citizens liv-
ing in Spain.” 

Michael Harris, President of 
EuroCitizens said: “EuroCitizens 
members remain concerned about the 
reciprocity clauses in the no-deal con-
tingency plans of the Spanish Royal 
Decree 5/2019: we emphasised to the 
Ambassador that the treatment of 
Spanish citizens in the UK could in-
validate protection for UK citizens in 
Spain. We have presented a summary 
of the status of our rights in different 
Brexit scenarios, including losses im-
plied by third country national status, 
and look forward to hearing from the 
Ambassador on how the rights of Brit-
ish citizens in Spain will be safe-
guarded after Brexit.”

Left to right: Lloyd Milen, British Consul General; Sue Wilson, Bremain in Spain; 
HMA Hugh Elliott; Debbie Williams, Brexpats,

INSIDE TODAY:  WHAT´S ON GUIDE FOR THE WEEK AHEAD

London.— John Bercow, Speaker in Britain’s 
House of Commons, announced yesterday 
that he would be standing down from the 
role. 

Bercow has helped bend parliamentary 
rules to give lawmakers opposed to a no-deal 
Brexit the chance to try to prevent Britain 

leaving the European Union without a deal 
on Oct. 31. 

He said he would not contest the next elec-
tion if  parliament voted later  today in favour 
of holding one. If, as expected, lawmakers re-
ject the government’s attempt to call an elec-
tion, he said he would quit on Oct. 31. 

Bercow to 
stand down 
as Speaker


