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Balearic minister for tour-
ism, Iago Negueruela, at 
the opening of the Palma  
Boat show when he was 
minister for Employment.

Balearic Minister 
for tourism: We 
need certain limits 
on cruise ships

b FULL INTERVIEW:  SEE PAGES SIX AND SEVEN INSIDE TODAY

Madrid.—Spain’s Socialists said  yesterday 
they were confident of reaching a govern-
ment agreement with the far-left Podemos 
party that would pave the way for acting 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez to be sworn 
in by parliament next week. 

Socialist leader Sanchez, who won the 
most seats but fell short of a majority in a 
parliamentary election in April, hopes to 
be sworn in as prime minister but even 
with Podemos’s support he will still need 
some extra votes from other parties. 

After days of increasing confrontation 

and stalled power-sharing talks, negotia-
tions between the Socialists and Podemos 
reached a turning point on Friday after the 
far-left party’s leader, Pablo Iglesias, said he 
was willing to give up having a post in a 
coalition government, accepting a key con-
dition of Sanchez. 

“Now I am convinced that there will be 
an agreement. The party is (too),”  Socialist 
Party deputy secretary general Adriana Las-
tra told reporters in Oviedo, northern 
Spain. 

“That’s what we are going to be working 

on in the next hours, days ... with the goal 
that this country next week will have a 
fully functioning government,” she added. 

An alliance of the Socialists with Po-
demos, their most natural political ally, 
would bring Sanchez almost within touch-
ing distance of the parliamentary majority 
he needs. 

A parliamentary debate starts on Monday 
ahead of the first confirmation vote, sched-
uled for around 6p.m. on Tuesday. 

To be sworn in again as prime minister, 
Sanchez needs to win an absolute majority 

or at least 176 votes. If that fails, within two 
days he must seek a simple majority - 
where more lawmakers back him than op-
pose him or abstain - to be able to form the 
next government. 

If he loses that vote, a two-month count-
down will begin until a new election is 
held.  Podemos wants some key ministe-
rial portfolios in any coalition government, 
but Sanchez has offered only lower-rank-
ing posts, although he has opened the door 
to accept Podemos members in a coalition 
government.

Socialists confident of reaching government deal with Podemos

Iran says it seized tanker after 
collision, UK fears “dangerous 
path:” See Inside


