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BIG SUMMER 
HOLIDAY SALE
b Holiday rental companies slash their 
prices by 30 percent after fall in demand 
from Britain and Germany. 

b Growing concern about the state of 
the tourist industry. 
b See Full Report Inside.

Rafa sells his yacht

See Inside

London.—Boris Johnson’s team 
wants to hold a national election in 
the summer of 2020 and has started 
raising funds to hire more staff and 
prepare the Conservative Party for 
the contest, the Times newspaper 
reported yesterday. 

The former mayor of London is 
the clear frontrunner to replace 
Theresa May and become British 
prime minister when the result of 
the leadership contest with Jeremy 
Hunt is announced next Tuesday. 

Johnson has said it would be “ab-
solute folly” to hold an election be-
fore he has taken the country out 

of the European Union and the 
Times said his team was planning to 
pump more money into the party’s 
headquarters to put it on to an 
“election footing” for 2020. 

Britain is due to leave the bloc on 
Oct. 31. 

“There’s a desire to get this done 
while (opposition leader Jeremy) 
Corbyn is still around,” the news-
paper quoted one senior member of 
the team as saying. 

 “Labour is utterly divided — 
Brexit is killing them. Labour is in 
no fit state to fight a general elec-
tion.”

BORIS 
JOHNSON 
PLANNING 
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GENERAL 
ELECTION

M 
ore than 60 
opposition 
Labour mem-
bers of Brit-

ain’s upper house of par-
liament signed a state-
ment in a newspaper yes-
terday  accusing leader 
Jeremy Corbyn of failing 
“the test of leadership” 
over anti-Semitism in the 
party. 

Corbyn, a veteran cam-
paigner for Palestinian 
rights and critic of the Is-
raeli government, has 
long been dogged by 
charges he has allowed a 
culture of anti-Semitism 
to thrive in Britain’s main 
opposition party - some-
thing he denies. 

Eight lawmakers left the 
party earlier this year over 
anti-Semitism and Cor-
byn’s position on Brexit, 
which has also angered 
many members who want 
Labour to adopt an une-

quivocal pro-European 
Union position. 

The statement in the 
Guardian newspaper, 
signed by several former 
ministers when Labour 
was in power from 1997 
to 2010, has a stark mes-
sage: “The Labour Party 
welcomes everyone* irre-
spective of race, creed, 
age, gender identity, or 
sexual orientation. (*ex-
cept, it seems, Jews).” 

“You have failed to de-
fend our party’s anti-rac-
ist values. You have there-
fore failed the test of lead-
ership.” 

The statement, signed 
by about a third of Labour 
members in the House of 
Lords including former 
ministers such as Peter 
Mandelson, challenged 
whether the party could 
ever win a national elec-
tion “if we can’t get our 
own house in order”.

60 lords criticise 
Labour’s Corbyn over 
anti-Semitism


