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KNOCK BACKFOR LUXURY
BRANSON HOTEL PROJECT

PALMA The council of Ma-
jorca’s heritage depart-
mentyesterday sus-

pended the proc-

essing of the eco-
resort Sir Rich- /
ard Branson has |
been planning
to build for
yearsin Banyal-
bufar.

The previous lo-
cal council, in par-
ticular the mayor, cham-
pioned the project.

WORLD BOXING KING

He considered that it would
notonly helprestore the
historic palace and
groundsbutalsoat-
tract quality tour-
ists to the area,
% boost the local
| economy and
create vital jobs
LY for young local
residents.
But, the council
»  has changed and Po-
demos Mallorca maintain
that the project does not

meet the heritage commis-
sion requirements and, have
for the moment, pulled the
plug on the resort.

Podemos’s bottom line is
that project would not blend
into the environment of the
Tramuntana mountains. The
news will come as a blow to
Branson whose love affair
with Majorca stretches back
years and transforming Bany-
albufarinto “the mostbeauti-
ful eco-resort in Europe” was
his dream.
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THANKS MAJORCA

® Boxing legend Wladimir
Klitschko was rescued by the

® The former world hea
champion Tweeted his thanks to the

eight

Majorcan coast guard after a yacht he Majorcan emergency services for

was aboard caught alight on Monday
morning just off El Toro.

the quick rescue operation.

SEE PAGE 4

Palma celebrates LGTBI Pride

@®‘“‘We give our total support to the Ben Amics LGTBI
association. Pride has been declared to be in the
municipal interest, and we have made Palma a modem
city for coexistence:” Jose Hila, the mayor of Palma.

PALMA The mayor of Palma,
José Hila, yesterday un-
furled the LGTBI flag and
draped it from the town hall
balcony.

Marking Pride 2019, the
mayor invited all members
ofthe LGTBI community to
live in freedom.

Hila said that the there
was pride in Palma for
Pride.

“We give our total support
to the Ben Amics LGTBI as-
sociation.

“Pride has been declared
tobein the municipalinter-
est, and we have made
Palma a modern city for co-
existence.”

The mayor added that the
people of the city can be
happy that no politician or
institution is telling them
how to live their lives.

Victor Robles, the presi-
dent of Ben Amics, ob-
served that it is “very spe-
cial to be able to count on a
sensible administration
with LGTBI policies”, and

he celebrated the fact that
there was now a specific de-
partment for articulating
specific policies.

Social justice

Sonia Vivas, councillor for
social justice, feminism and
LGTBI, expressed her satis-
faction at the celebration,
which recalls “all those per-
secuted forlove and for hav-
ing built their lives with
people of the same sex”.

She went on to say that
thereis growinghatred “to-
wardsus”but thatinPalma,
this hate has been resisted.
“We have won and we are
goingto celebrateitin style
this year.”

A recent Pew Research
Center study found that
Spain ranked at the top of
40 nations where respon-
dents were asked if they
found homosexuality mor-
ally acceptable. Only 6%
founditunacceptable, com-
pared with 37% in the
United States.



