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WINDS OF CHANGE
b The early Spanish 
general election has 
set the stage for a 
divisive vote that could 
tilt the country toward 
the nationalist right. 
b Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez’s 
Socialist party leads 
opinion polls, but with 
only a small advantage 
over the others. 
bA total of five parties 
spanning from the far-

left to the far-right 
could hope to be in 
government, 
depending on the 
outcome of the 
election vote. 
bAnti-immigration 
Vox, virtually 
unknown just a few 
months ago, is one of 
several emerging 
parties that have 
upended the two-
party establishment.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez,

b Army general, former commander of Spanish forces 
in Iraq, is standing for Mayor of Palma promising to 
clean-up the city and boost tourism. See Sunday 
Interview Inside Today on Pages 6 and 7.

Rome.— Italy should leave the European 
Union unless there is a decisive shift to-
wards populist parties in European Par-
liament elections in May, according to a 
prominent member of the far-right 
League party, part of the country’s two-
party ruling coalition. 

Italian government bond yields jumped 
on Claudio Borghi’s comments, which re-
vived concerns about Rome’s commit-

ment to the euro common currency, but 
later settled back. 

League leader Matteo Salvini and a lead-
ing lawmaker from his coalition partner, 
the 5-Star Movement, denied there were 
any plans to leave the EU. 

“Either we succeed in changing 
(Europe) now, or we will have to leave,” 
Borghi, chairman of the lower house 
budget committee and the League’s eco-

nomics spokesman, said, referring to the 
European election. 

“I think this is the last opportunity,” 
Borghi said at a conference on Europe in 
Milan, calling the European project “dis-
astrous and toxic”. 

Responding to the comments, party 
leader Salvini said: “We have no intention 
to exit Europe. We want to change it, im-
prove it, but not abandon it.” 

Salvini has regularly denounced EU of-
ficials in Brussels as unelected bureau-
crats and blames them for Italy’s eco-
nomic and public finance difficulties. 

Salvini is allied with far-right groups in 
other EU countries and is working with 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s former po-
litical strategist Steve Bannon to build a 
network of parties opposed to closer 
European integration.

Italy should leave Europe Union...

SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT: SEE INSIDE


