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Political 
deadlock 
beckons as 
Spain’s PM 
calls April 
election

b Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez called a snap 
national election for 28 April  yesterday after 
parliament voted down his budget bill, spelling an 
uncertain few months for a country whose political 
landscape is increasingly fragmented. 
Spain exited a deep economic slump in 2013 but has 
been plagued since then by political volatility, driven by 
deep divisions over an independence drive in Catalonia 
and the emergence of new, populist parties.  Page 2-3

Britain could 
accept Brexit 
backstop fix 
outside 
divorce deal, 
say EU, UK 
sources

B 
ritain could ac-
cept legally-bind-
ing assurances on 
the disputed 

Irish border backstop that 
would not require reopen-
ing of the EU-UK Brexit 
deal, diplomatic sources 
said, signalling a possible 
shift from Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s official line. 

EU and British diplo-
matic sources told Reuters 
after talks earlier this 
week between Brexit Sec-
retary Stephen Barclay and 
the bloc’s chief negotiator 
Michel Barnier, however, 
that London was still seek-
ing changes to the back-
stop that the EU has al-
ready ruled out. 

“Potentially those things 
can be achieved without 
changing the Withdrawal 
Agreement,” a British offi-
cial said of the legal guar-
antees on the backstop 
that London was demand-
ing. 

“If they can get what 
they want through other 
means, they’ll accept that 
the Withdrawal Agree-
ment will not be re-
opened,” one EU diplomat 
said of what was discussed 
during the Barnier-Barclay 
meeting. “But they still 
want a time limit on the 
backstop or a unilateral 
exit,” another one said. 
“Barnier said ‘no’.” 

Both sides are seeking a 
way out of the stalemate 
that has prevailed since 
British lawmakers last 
month overwhelmingly 
rejected the Brexit deal 
May had agreed with the 
EU last year.
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Crime rates 
in Spain 
raise by 
four 
percent in 
Spain: See 
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