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WHO 
DARES 
WINS
b Special Air Service soldier and pilot 
and former member of the British 
intelligence services writes new book 
in Puerto Pollensa. 
b From covert operations in South 

America during the Falklands war to 
helping free hostages in the Iranian 
embassy in London, British author, 
talks to the Bulletin about his 
fascinating life: See Pages 4 and 5. 

S 
pain’s ruling Socialists would 
win most votes if an election 
were held today but would not 
have a majority, while the far-

right Vox would see its support rise 
slightly, an opinion poll showed. 

The official poll by the Centre for Socio-
logical Studies (CIS) showed that it would 
likely be hard for any party, or group of 
parties, to pull together a coalition that 
would have a majority of seats. 

Spanish politics, dominated since dicta-

tor Francisco Franco’s death in 1975 by 
the Socialists and the conservative Peo-
ple’s Party (PP), have become increas-
ingly fragmented over the past years. 

The CIS poll forecast that Prime Minis-
ter Pedro Sanchez’ Socialists would win 
28.9 percent of the vote, more than any 
other party but its worst score since tak-
ing power in June. 

A parliamentary election is not sched-
uled before 2020, but the Socialists hold 
fewer than a quarter of the seats and 

speculation has been rife over the possi-
bility that an early election could be held 
this year. 

Vox would get 3.7 percent of the vote ac-
cording to the CIS poll, up from 2.5 per-
cent in its survey carried out in Novem-
ber and up from 1.3 percent in October. 

That is still well below the 13 percent of 
votes forecast for Vox by Sigma Dos poll-
sters in a survey published by El Mundo 
earlier this week, a sign of how hard it is 
for pollsters to estimate the far-right 

party’s popularity. The anti-immigration 
Vox unexpectedly won 12 seats in a re-
gional election in Andalusia in December, 
becoming a kingmaker there. 

Vox has been dominating headlines, 
telling the PP and centre-right Ciuda-
danos, who depend on its votes to rule 
the region, that it would only back them 
if they agreed to policy changes, includ-
ing on laws protecting women against 
sexist violence, which it says discrimi-
nate against men.

Socialist would win but not secure a majority: opinion poll

Palma.— The Three Kings arrived in Ma-
jorca  yesterday  laden with presents for 

the thousands of people who lined the 
streets across the island for the parades.
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