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Spanish PM hardens Catalonia
stance with eye on election

Madrid.—Spanish Prime Minister Pedro independence in October 2017. But a
Sanchez said yesterday he would stand deepening polarisation within Spain over
firm against what he called “inflamma- matters of regional autonomy on Dec. 2
tory” Catalan separatist thetoric, harden-  cost Sanchez’s Socialists votes in an elec-

o -
ing his stance towards the region and up-  tionin Andalusia, one ofits traditional re-
pingthestakesinabroaderpoliticalgame. gional strongholds, that in turn high-
Sanchez has adopted a more open ap- lighted the risk of an early national elec-

proach towards Catalonia’s pro-independ-  tion.

ence leaders than his conservative prede- ~ The Socialists control fewer than a quar-

cessor Mariano Rajoy, oustedinano-con-  ter of seats in the Madrid parliament and
Thursday, December 13 2018 fidence vote in June and whose govern- need the support of smaller parties, in-
_ _ _ : ment took control of the region for sev- cluding Catalan nationalists, to pass leg-

1.20€-Founded 1962 13:1113273718?15 seig de Mallorca 9 A, eral months after it unilaterally declared islation, in particular the 2019 budget.

® Theresa Mayremains leader after =~ 117 MPs voted against her.
surviving confidence vote. ® Sheneeded to secure 159 votes -
® Prime Minister won 200 votes but half the parliamentary party plus one.

rime Minister Theresa May won a

confidence vote from her Conser-

vative party last night, but 117 of

her lawmakers said she was no
longer the right leader to implement Brit-
ain’s exit from the European Union.

Britain’s March 29 exit has been plunged
into crisis by parliamentary opposition to
the divorce deal she struck with the EU last
month, which has opened up possibilities
including a delay to Brexit or even another
referendum on membership.

May on Monday cancelled a parliamentary
vote on the deal, which is designed to main-
tain close future ties with the EU, after it be-
came clear she would lose it.

Eurosceptic critics of the deal within her
own party triggered a no-confidence vote in
her leadership yesterday, hours after she re-
turned from talks with European leaders
aimed at winning additional assurances
about her deal.

After two hours of voting in Committee
Room 14 in the House of Commons, Graham
Brady, chairman of the 1922 Committee of
Conservative backbenchers, said 200 Con-
servative lawmakers had voted in support of
May as leader, and 117 against.

May, who voted to remain in the EU in the
2016 referendum, had warned opponents of

her withdrawal deal - struck after two years
of negotiations - that if they toppled her,
Brexit would be delayed or stopped.

Shortly before the vote, May sought to win
over wavering lawmakers by promising to
step down before the 2022 election.

Brexit is Britain’s most significant political
and economic decision since World War
Two. Pro-Europeans fear the departure will
weaken the West as it grapples with the U.S.
presidency of Donald Trump and growing
assertiveness from Russia and China.

The outcome will shape Britain’s $2.8 tril-
lion economy, have far-reaching conse-
quences for the unity of the kingdom and
determine whether London keeps its place
as one of the top two global financial cen-
tres.

Supporters of Brexit admit there may be
some short-term pain for Britain’s $2.9 tril-
lion economy, but say it will prosper in the
long term when cut free from the EU, which
they cast as a failing German-dominated ex-
periment in European integration.

May, the 62-year-old daughter of a Church
of England pastor, won the top job in the
turmoil that followed the 2016 EU referen-
dum. She promised to implement Brexit,
while keeping close ties to the bloc, to heal a
divided nation.

@® Prime Minister says she will step down
before the next general election.




