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GREEN LIGHT FOR 
EXTRADITION
A 

German court 
ruled yesterday 
that former Cata-
lan leader Carles 

Puigdemont could be extra-
dited to Spain for alleged 
misuse of public funds, but it 
rejected a request to send 
him back to answer a more 
serious charge of rebellion. 

Puigdemont fled to Brussels 
after Spanish courts issued a 

warrant for his arrest over his 
role in Catalonia’s declara-
tion of independence last Oc-
tober. This was illegal under 
Spain’s constitution, accord-
ing to Spanish law. 

A source in Puigdemont’s 
legal team said the former 
Catalan leader would appeal 
a decision to extradite him 
from Germany on any 
charge. If extradited for mis-

use of funds, Puigdemont 
could not be tried for rebel-
lion in Spain.  A spokes-
woman for the Schleswig 
Holstein court said: “The 
court decided this morning 
that an extradition due to the 
accusation of misuse of pub-
lic funds is permissible.” Re-
sponding to the court deci-
sion, German prosecutors 
said they would soon decide 

whether to authorise the ex-
tradition of Puigdemont, 
who was arrested in March 
while travelling through 
Germany.  The German court 
decision comes after Spain’s 
new Socialist Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez met with the 
new pro-independence Cata-
lan leader Quim Torra on 
Tuesday in a move aimed at 
easing tensions 

P 
 resident Donald Trump arrived in “hot spot” 
Britain yesterday  after casting doubt on Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s plans for leaving the 
European Union and with protests planned 

across the country where he says the people like him a 
lot.  After a NATO summit where he provoked a crisis ses-
sion to force allies to raise their defence spending, Trump 
landed in Britain for his first visit as president having de-
scribed the closest U.S. ally in Europe as being in turmoil 
over Brexit.  May hopes Trump, who landed at Stansted 
airport before flying by helicopter to the U.S. ambassa-
dor’s London residence, will help to accelerate a future 
free trade deal, though his public comments on Brexit 
cast a shadow over the visit

Trump, after 
questioning May’s 
Brexit plan, arrives in 
“hot spot” Britain
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