
Friday, March 23 2018
1.20€ · Founded 1962 · N.16545 · Passeig de Mallorca 9 A, 

 Palma 07011

b Nautical Notes 7-9 b Weather 11 b What’s On 12-13 b Fitness 16 b Sports 27-29 

“If we work 
together we can 
have a 12 month 
holiday season”

T 
HE President of the Hoteliers Fed-
eration, Maria Fontera, said yes-
terday that Majorca could have a 
12 month holiday season and 

called for a united effort from everyone to 
reach this goal. Speaking in a wide ranging 
interview with the Bulletin yesterday she 
said that Palma had already become an all 
year round holiday destination and added 
that other resorts could follow as long as 
the tourist industry, travel firms, airlines 
and local authorities all worked together. 
Frontera, who became President of the 
Federation earlier this year, said that obvi-
ously work needed to be done because in 
some cases not even the tourist informa-
tion offices were open during the winter 
months.  

Looking ahead to the summer  she said 
that she was confident that the island 
would have a good season although they 
were concerned about the impact on book-
ings from competing resorts in the eastern 
Mediterranean.  

 The full interview will appear in Sunday´s 
newspaper.

London.—The new blue British 
passports that Prime Minister 
Theresa May called “an expression 
of our independence and sover-
eignty” after Brexit will be made by 
a Franco-Dutch firm, the boss of the 
British company which lost the con-
tract said yesterday. 

May announced in December that 
Britain, which adopted burgundy 
passports in 1988, would switch 
back to the “iconic” blue ones that it 
had before joining the bloc. 

British passports are now made by 
De La Rue, which despite its French 
name is a British company that prints 
them in northern England. The com-
pany’s CEO said it lost the tender for 
the new version after being undercut 
on price. 

Franco-Dutch company Gemalto 
won the contract, the Sun newspaper 
said. 

“I’m going to have to go and face 
those workers, look them in the 
whites of the eyes and try and ex-
plain to them why the British gov-
ernment thinks it’s a sensible deci-
sion to buy French passports not 
British passports,” De La Rue CEO 
Martin Sutherland told BBC radio 
yesterday. 

“I’d like to invite Theresa May or 
(interior minister) Amber Rudd to 
come to my factory and explain to 
my dedicated workforce why they 
think this is a sensible decision to 
offshore the manufacture of a Brit-
ish icon.” “Sacre Bleu!” headlined 
the pro-Brexit Daily Mail tabloid.

“Sacre bleu!” New post-Brexit 
British passport to be made by 
Franco-Dutch firm London.—EU leaders will 

approve a post-Brexit tran-
sition offer to Britain to-
day, summit chair Donald 
Tusk said yesterday after 
reservations expressed by 
Spain over Gibraltar had 
held up the confirmation. 

Telling reporters that he 
had “good news” for Brit-
ish Prime Minister Theresa 
May, Tusk said: “I have just 
recommended to EU27 
leaders that we welcome, 
in principle, the agree-
ment on transition.” 

The executive European 
Commission struck a deal 
on Monday with British 
negotiators on a 21-month, 
status quo transition to fol-
low Britain’s exit from the 
EU next March. Tusk 
sought the consent of all 27 

other member states to en-
sure leaders would endorse 
the interim accord at to-
day’s summit. However, 
Madrid had voiced concern 
about how the interim ac-
cord would affect its de-
mands for a final say on 
how Brexit affects the Brit-
ish territory of Gibraltar on 
Spain’s south coast. Diplo-
mats had been discussing 
how to ensure Spanish 
consent to endorsing the 
deal until shortly before 
Tusk spoke. 

 Tusk said he was sure 
that the new wording of 
the summit’s formal en-
dorsement of the deal, in-
cluding on Gibraltar, 
would now be agreed by 
Spain and meet with Brit-
ish consent.

EU’s Tusk confirms 
Brexit transition offer to 
London
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