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LONDON. A man said to be
among the UK’s most pro-
lificpaedophilesblackmailed
people online into carrying
out “degrading” sexual acts,
a court heard yesterday.

Cambridge graduate Mat-
thew Falder, 28, admitted
more than 100 offences, in-
cluding encouraging a teen-
ager to rape a four-year-old
boy.

Falder contacted 50 vic-
timsonlineoversevenyears,
posing as a female artist, and
sharing images on the dark
web.

Ittookabout30minutesto
list the offences at Birming-
ham Crown Court.

Falder, of Edgbaston, Bir-
mingham, a former geo-
physicist researcher at Bir-
minghamUniversity,admit-
ted 137 charges, and denied
another 50.

The number of offences
makes him one of the coun-
try’s most prolific paedo-

philes. Falder’s case is said to
be the National Crime
Agency’s first successful so-
called “hurtcore” prosecu-
tion. Hurtcore relates to hid-
den forums on the dark web
dedicated to sharing images
and videos of rape, murder,
sadism,torture,paedophilia,
blackmail, humiliation and
degradation.

His victims were offered
money in return for sending
him naked photos, the court
heard.

Falder used the online
names “666devil” and “ev-
ilmind” on websites such as
Gumtree. He then black-
mailedhisvictimsintosend-
ingincreasinglyobsceneim-
ages.

Healsoadmittedchargesof
causing the sexual exploita-
tion of a child, encouraging
the rape of a four-year-old,
making and distributing in-
decent images of children
and voyeurism.

Spain gives Catalonia
its final ultimatum
b Spain’s deputy prime minister said
yesterday that the Catalan leader
Carles Puigdemont had not made
his position clear.

AT LEAST 30 KILLED
BY WILD FIRES IN
PORTUGAL AND
SPAIN: SEE INSIDE

Briton posed as
female artist for
online sex attacks

YELLOW PERIL

b The sky turned yellow over buildings in Canary Wharf
yesterday as dust from the Sahara carried by storm
Ophelia filtered sunlight over London: see page 20

b The Spanish government has
given Catalonia three days to declare
whether it will try to break away from
Spain or not. See page 18
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