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S corching “Lucifer” heatwaves
above 40 degrees Celsius
(104°F) will become normal by
the 2050s in southern Europe,

scientists said yesterday, calling for pre-
paredness to save lives.

Heatwaves like Lucifer, which fanned
forest fires and damaged crops in Europe
in August, are now at least four times
more common than they were a cen-
tury ago, said the World Weather Attri-
bution (WWA), a coalition of interna-
tional scientists.

“In the early 1900s, a summer like the
one we just experienced would have
been extremely rare,” Geert Jan van
Oldenborgh, senior researcher at the
Royal Netherlands Meteorological Insti-

tute, said in a statement. “Across south-
ern Europe, there is now a one in 10
chance of seeing a heatwave as hot as
we saw during this past summer every
summer.”

Such weather will become typical in
southern Europe by mid-century if
greenhouse gases continue to increase
in the atmosphere, according to climate
model simulations by WWA, which as-
sesses climate change’s influence on ex-
treme weather.

World temperatures hit a record high
for the third year in a row in 2016, scien-
tists said in January.

The intensity of heatwaves in Europe
has also increased by 1 to 2 degrees Cel-
sius since 1950, WWA said.

More than 35,000 people died during a
European heatwave in 2003, and tens of
thousands perished in Russia during ex-
treme heat in 2010.

The threat is particularly severe in al-
ready sweltering places, from South
Asia to the Gulf.

“It is critical that cities work with sci-
entists and public health experts to de-
velop heat action plans,” said Robert
Vautard, a researcher at the Laboratory
of Climate and Environmental Sciences.

“Climate change is impacting commu-

nities right now and these plans save
lives.” During Lucifer, emergency ad-
missions to hospital in Italy increased
by 15 percent, WWA said.

Europe’s death toll from weather disas-
ters, including heatwaves, wildfires and
drought, could increase 50-fold by the
end of the century, The Lancet Planetary
Health journal said in August.

Governments in 2015 agreed to limit
warming to ‘well below’ 2 degrees Cel-
sius above pre-industrial times, while
pursuing efforts for a 1.5 Celsius limit.

EXPECT MORE
HEATWAVES TO
SCORCH EUROPE,
SCIENTISTS SAY
b Such weather will become typical in
southern Europe by mid-century.

Madrid.—A bitter court bat-
tle has ignited uproar in
Spain, shedding light on the
scourge of domestic vio-
lence after a convicted wife
beater won custody of his
two children and their
mother was slated for child
abduction. More like a soap
opera than a court case, the
saga has split opinion in
Spain, a predominantly
Catholic country at the
heart of Europe that strug-
gles with 21st-century gen-
der reform.

The story began when an
Andalusian woman was or-

dered to hand custody of her
children to her violent ex-
husband, who had previ-
ously been jailed for abusing
her. Juana Rivas, 36, took
her two young children
back to Spain from the fam-
ily home in Italy last year,
without the consent of her
Italian ex-husband,
Francesco Arcuri.

Upon her return, she filed

a domestic abuse claim.
However a Spanish court or-
dered her to hand over the
children, three and 11, to
their father at the end of
July. The court in Granada
said the first born was evalu-
ated by psychologists and
would not be affected by
seeing his father. Rivas was
due back in court in August,
but in a dramatic turn of

events, she went into hid-
ing for nearly a month –
with her two children in
tow. Women’s rights group
across Spain condemned the
court’s decision and a social
media storm ensued, with
sympathisers rallying
around her cause with the
hashtag #JuanaEstáEn-
MiCasa (meaning ‘Juana is
in my house’).

b More like a soap opera than a court
case, the saga has split opinion in
Spain.

Spanish
custody battle
splits nation
over domestic
abuse
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