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Barcelona.—Spanish authorities yes-
terday pursued efforts to block an
independence vote in Catalonia,
seizing campaign materials as the
chief prosecutor said jailing the re-
gion’s top politician could not be
ruled out.

The government in the northeast-
ern region is intent on holding a ref-
erendum on 1 October that will ask
voters whether they support seces-
sion from Spain, a ballot Madrid has
declared illegal.

In a raid on a warehouse in the
province of Barcelona on Sunday,
police confiscated around 1.3 million
leaflets and other campaign materi-
als promoting the vote issued by the

Catalan government. The haul was
the largest in a series of similar raids,
the Interior Ministry said in a state-
ment. Spanish prosecutors, who
have ordered police to investigate
any efforts to promote the plebi-
scite, said last week that officials en-
gaged in any preparations for it could
be charged with civil disobedience,
abuse of office and misuse of public
funds.

More than 700 Catalan mayors
gathered in Barcelona on Saturday to
affirm their support for it.

Asked if arresting regional govern-
ment head Carles Puigdemont was
an option if preparations continued,
Spain’s chief public prosecutor said

in an interview: “We could consider
it because the principal objective is
to stop the referendum going ahead.

“I won’t rule out completely the
option of seeking jail terms... It could
happen under certain circum-
stances,” Jose Manuel Maza was
quoted as saying.

The Catalan parliament passed a
law enabling the referendum early
last month, but Spain’s Constitu-
tional Court suspended it the next
day.

Pro-independence activists have
said they plan to distribute cam-
paign leaflets promoting the refer-
endum on Sunday evening in Barce-
lona.
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