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SPAIN POWERS AHEAD
S PENDING by Spanish households

kept the economy on a solid footing
in the fourth quarter of last year
with exports also fuelling growth

ahead of what may be a trickier 2017, data
showed yesterday. The Spanish economy ex-
panded by 0.7 percent between October and
December from the previous three months,
the National Statistics Institute (INE) con-
firmed in a final reading, unchanged from the
growth rate recorded a quarter earlier.

A recovery in the job market in Spain’s third
year out of recession helped sustain spending
by families, and weak inflation also boosted
household budgets after many Spaniards
faced steep wage cuts during a prolonged
downturn. For the year, the Spanish economy

grew 3.2 percent, the same as in 2015. The
European Commission forecasts it will dip to
2.3 percent growth this year while Madrid
reckons 2.5 percent. Indeed, the coming
months may be more challenging as some of
the tailwinds boosting the latest expansion
fade. Consumer prices, for example, already
spiked year-on-year in January and February
as energy costs rose. Economists also expect
the pace of job creation to eventually start
slowing, though employment data released
yesterday showed hiring continued apace in
February.

The number of people signing on to pay so-
cial security - a measure of job creation - rose
by 74,080 month-on-month, the Labour Min-
istry said.

A Madrid judge banned a bright orange bus
emblazoned with an anti-transgender
message from driving through the Span-
ish capital yesterday on the grounds that

it was discriminatory and could provoke hate
crimes.

“Boys have penises, girls have vaginas. Don’t let
them fool you. If you’re born a man, you’re a man, if
you’re a woman, you will continue to be so,” read
the message across the side of the bus, which has
been parked outside Madrid since Tuesday.

The bus was chartered by HazteOir (“Make your-
self heard” in Spanish), a far-right Catholic group,
who began the campaign on Monday to bring atten-
tion to what it says is a lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender agenda in Spain.

HazteOir said the court ruling violates its right to
free speech, but it would now review the exact
wording of the message on the bus.

The group, however, intends to continue the bus
campaign in other cities in Spain in an effort, it
says, to educate people.

Spain’s capital bans buswith
anti-transgendermessage
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