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® Record holiday season
willmean that hotels will
remain open much longer
than usual.
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European Union hits
Apple with 13 billion
euro Irish tax demand

London.—The European
Commission ordered Apple
Inc. to pay Ireland unpaid
taxes of up to 13 billion
euros ($14.5 billion) yes-
terday asitruled the firm EUsaysaresweet-

had received illegal state heart tax deals

aid. that usually

AppleandDublinsaidthe smaller states in the

U.S. company’s tax treat-  bloc offer multinational
ment wasin line with Irish

and they would appeal
the ruling, which is
part of a drive
against what the

and European Union law investment. The U.S. feels

companies to lure jobsand  and “the important spirit of

economic partnership be-

its firms are being tweentheU.S.andthe EU”.

targeted by the Starbucks Corp has been

EU and a U.S. orderedtopayupto30mil-
Treasury lioneuros ($33 million) to
spokesperson the Dutch state, while
warned the Amazon.com Inc and
move threatens McDonald’s Corp are also
toundermine U.S. under investigation by the
investmentin Europe = Commission, the EU’s ex-

ecutive arm. See Inside
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® Somehotelierssay that @ It could be the best ever

year for Balearic Tourism.
a good winter after agreat @® See Full Report Inside

Today.

Veterans mark WW2
Arctic Convoys

London.—World War Two
veterans gathered in the
Russian city of Arkhan-
gelsk yesterday to mark 75
years since the first so-
called Arctic Convoys

carrying supplies .«
from  Allied

forces arrived
by sea at the
northern So-
viet port.
Britain’s Prin-
cess Anne, ac-
companied by a
group of British vet-
erans, was among those at-
tending events honouring
those who sailed and pro-
tected the convoys to aid

the Soviet Union in the
fight against Nazi Ger-
many. Some of the cargo
was delivered to the be-
sieged city of Leningrad.
The first of the con-
voys was code
named Dervish.
Some 1,400
merchant ves-
sels, accompa-
- nied by Royal
INavy, U.S.
. Navy and Royal
‘Canadian Navy
ships, sailed to
northern Soviet ports be-
tween August 1941 and
May 1945. Dozens of the

vessels were lost
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