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MADRID. Spain’s acting
Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy has warned that a
third round of elections in
one year would make Spain
“the laughing stock of
Europe” as he tries to cob-
ble together support to
form a government and
end eight months of politi-
cal deadlock.

Rajoy’s conservative Part-
dio Popular will decide
Wednesday if it accepts the
conditions that the smaller
Ciudadanos party has
made in return for its sup-
port. But even with Ciuda-
danos’ backing, Rajoy
needs support from other
parties and is trying to con-
vince the Socialists - who
so far have refused to sup-
port him - to come on
board.

“If the Socialists stick to
their position, there won’t
be a government,” Rajoy
said yesterday.

The Partido Popular,
which has been in power
since 2011, won the 26 June
elections with 137 seats, 39
short of a majority in the
350-seat parliament. Ciu-
dadanos would provide just
32 more “Yes” votes.

“We hope this is resolved
soon and, above all, we
hope that we don’t have
new elections, because we
would be the laughing-
stock of Europe,” Rajoy
said.

“It would be absolutely
insane to have three elec-
tions in a year and a care-
taker government for so
long.”

A recent poll suggests
that a third round of elec-
tions wouldn’t solve the
impasse that has left Rajoy
in charge of a caretaker
government with limited
powers since the first inde-
cisive election in Decem-
ber.
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Third votewould
make Spain a
“laughingstock”.
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MUSIC FOR MILK CONCERT WAS
A GREAT SUCCESS: PAGE 5

b The Assumption Bank Holiday was well under way
yesterday with Palma’s Son Sant Joan airport coping
with its busiest day of the year so far this summer.
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