
Saturday, August 13 2016
1.10€ · Founded 1962 · N.16045 · Passeig de Mallorca 9 A,

Palma 07011

FULL WEEKEND WHAT´S ON GUIDE: SEE PAGES 8-9

MADRID. Police have seized
morethan1,000kgofhashish
and arrested 23 people in a
joint operation in Spain, Po-
land, Denmark and France
targeting a drug smuggling
gang, Polish and Spanish po-
lice said yesterday.

The gang leaders were ar-
restedinraidsco-ordinatedby
theEuropeanUnion’slawen-
forcement agency Europol in
the southern Spanish towns
of Marbella, Estepona and
Lebrija, police said. Among
those arrested were 12 Poles,
seven Spaniards and two
Ukrainians.

“Atthestartwethoughtthe
gang operated only in Spain,
but later it turned out they
were active across Europe
with the drugs being deliv-
ered to Scandinavia and Brit-
ain among others,” Jaroslaw
Szymczyk, the head of Polish

police, told a news confer-
ence.

“This great success would
not have been possible with-
out the cooperation between
the Europol, Polish and Span-
ish police forces as well as
fromotherEUcountries,”said
MichaelRauschenbach,Head
of Operations for Serious and
Organised Crime at Europol.

The suspected leader of the
group - aged 47 and nick-
named “Bandit” - had served
a prison sentence in Poland
for belonging in the 1990s to
a Polish organised crime
groupcalledPruszkow,police
said.

Pruszkow was once one of
the most notorious gangs in
Poland after its 1989 transi-
tion from communism. The
gang was known for extor-
tion, drug and alcohol smug-
gling, kidnapping and killing.

WAR OF WORDS
OVER TOURISM CAPS
b The business community and the
unions are against proposals to
introduce limits on tourism, as
suggested by the Minister for Tourism.
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b Great Britain claimed two Olympic rowing golds
within the space of 30 minutes to go fourth in the medal
table on day seven of Rio 2016 yesterday: page 32

b GOB yesterday staged a protest
outside the tourism ministry against
the massive numbers and the
government’s tourism policies: page 3
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