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France asks
for European
military help

Paris.—France and Russia bombed Is-
lamic State targets in Syria yesterday,
punishing the group for attacks in Paris
and against a Russian airliner that to-
gether killed 353 people, and made the
first tentative steps toward a possible
military alliance.

Islamic State has claimed responsibil-
ity for a coordinated onslaught in Paris
on Friday and the downing of a Russian
charter jet over Sinai on 31October, say-
ing they were in retaliation for French
and Russian air raids in Iraq and Syria.

Still reeling from the Paris carnage
that killed 129 people, France formally

requested European Union assistance
in its battle and British Prime Minister
David Cameron edged closer to extend-
ing military action against Islamic State
in Syria.

Police investigating the worst atrocity
in France since World War Two discov-
ered two locations in Paris where they
believe the militants launched their as-
sault. Underlining the widening scope
of the probe, police in Germany said
they had arrested seven suspects, in-
cluding two women.

In Moscow, the Kremlin acknowl-
edged that a bomb had destroyed a Rus-

sian airliner last month, killing 224 peo-
ple. President Vladimir Putin vowed to
hunt down those responsible and in-
tensify air strikes against Islamists in
Syria.

“Our air force’s military work in Syria
must not simply be continued,” he said.
“It must be intensified in such a way
that the criminals understand that ret-
ribution is inevitable.”

Syrian targets hit by Russian long-
range bombers and cruise missiles on
Tuesday included the Islamic State
stronghold of Raqqa.

See Full Reports Inside Today

b Cameron edges closer to extending military
action against Islamic State in Syria.

A French soccer supporter outside Wem-
bley stadium and the Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge sign book of condolence.
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