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Most Catalans
reject planto

split from
Spain: poll

OST Catalans reject
the region’s ruling
separatist parties’
plan to start a politi-
cal process that would lead to full
independence from Spain within
18 months, a survey by pollster
Metroscopia showed yesterday.
The separatists in the wealthy
northeastern region launched
their so-called roadmap for inde-

pendence on Tuesday when they
offered a declaration in the re-
gional parliament to split from
Spain. The local assembly has yet
to approve it.

Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
said his government would ensure
the declaration would have no ef-
fect as Spain’s constitution does
not allow any region to break
away. The Catalan parliament still

has not formed a government due
to differences between the pro-in-
dependence parties about who
should be head of the regional
government. Elections may have
to be held again if they cannot
agree to compromise.

In the election in September, the
parties won a majority of seats in
the assembly but not a majority of
the vote.

Top tabloid to bring

down online paywall

after failed test

RITAIN’S biggest-selling newspaper the Sun s

to take down its online paywall, after the Ru-

pert Murdoch-owned tabloid failed to win

enough readers in the latest troubled digital
experiment for a traditional publisher. The scrapping of
the online subscription, introduced in 2013, marks the
failure of the Sun to carve out a niche online, unlike its
fierce rival the Daily Mail, which boasts one of the most
popular websites in the world.

The decision to remove the paywall is also the first stra-
tegic change from Rebekah Brooks since she returned to
oversee the Sun and its stablemate the Times as the chief
executive of Murdoch’s British newspaper arm.
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