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Britons in need get
new access to Red
Cross support

British Ambassador to Spain, Simon Manley,
signed the agreement with the Spanish Red
Cross.

B RITISH people living
in Spain will have eas-
ier access to the serv-
ices and support of the

Red Cross thanks to a nationwide
cooperation agreement signed by
the British Ambassador, Simon
Manley, and the national vice
president of the Spanish Red
Cross, Javier Gimeno.

The new agreement aims to im-
prove the quality of life for the
most vulnerable expatriates, and
their ability to access Red Cross
services. It also seeks to encour-
age people in the British commu-
nity to volunteer for Red Cross
activities and promote collabora-
tion with other British commu-
nity associations.

The partnership, which was
signed yesterday 21 September, at

the headquarters of the Red
Cross, will be piloted in the prov-
ince of Alicante, which has a large
British community. The aim is
then to extend it nationwide,
enabling British communities
across Spain to access Red Cross
services and become involved in
their projects.

Simon Manley said: “People in
the British communities have a
wealth of experience and skills,
and I really hope that this new
partnership with the Red Cross
will encourage more people to
volunteer their talents and sup-
port for the benefit of others.
“The agreement will also help to
ensure that British expats in the
Alicante region have easier access
to the wide range of Red Cross re-
sources, which can improve their

quality of life.” Javier Gimeno
added: “We have identified a
large number of British people in
our province who, because of
their age and health, may require
Red Cross services such as
adapted transport, accompani-
ment and home telecare. Our
aims are to inspire members of
the British community to volun-
teer for the Red Cross and to en-
courage those who require assis-
tance to take advantage of our
services.”

Pamela Twissel-Cross, welfare
officer for the Royal British Le-
gion, who attended the signing,
commented: “I’m really looking
forward to working more closely
with the Red Cross as it will give
me a chance to help British na-
tionals get additional support.
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Dementia
problems
● One in three people
born in Britain in 2015
will develop dementia,
according to an analysis
commissioned by the
charity campaign group
Alzheimer’s Research
UK. The study, shows
“a looming national
health crisis as the UK
population ages.”
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